CLIP MEETING SEPT 16, 2005

1. AAG MEETING in Chicago in March 7-11: abstracts due Oct 13

a. Dresden/ Qi will do paperwork for a CLIP Interactive Short Paper Presentation session: 10-14 papers allowed per session, computer with powerpoint & projector supplied in the room. Presentations: 5 minutes long, 10 slides max. Presentations are then followed by 30-45 minute interactive round table discussion.  Everyone who presents needs to submit online a 250 word abstract (see www.aag.org for format).

b. Submit your abstracts online to AAG, and then FORWARD the PIN (same as your AAG id number) that you receive to Dresden Kalin (kalind@msu.edu) and to Qi and they will submit the PINs with session information.

c. Introduction to project (David), Climate (Jeff, Nathan), land cover (Qi, Nate, Jianjun, Lusch), splines (Jing), geo-spatial gridding (Sarah), ag (Alagarswamy), LU people (Ben (?), Sigismond (?), Avantika (Nepal pop modeling), Jenny & Bryan), Amelie (scaling issues with urban expansion modeling).  Let Jenny know if you will be participating in the Clip session—this means you.
d. The AAG website says that an individual can give one and only one presentation, but Bryan & Qi think that maybe there is room to maneuver? 

2. Bryan has been invited to the Science in Policy Decision Making meeting in Washington: will present a paper on issues of uncertainty. Brent will be attending the meeting, as well.

3. Bryan & crew could come up to MSU:  tentatively Sept. 30.  

4. Could Sharon Nicholson come up here at the same time? Jeff will call her.

5. Phil is coming up here Oct. 6th  – 10th.

6. Brent’s position in Boulder: Liaison to the Senior Program Analyst.  The reorganization of NOAA research requires an Act of Congress.

7. Bryan needs a letter saying that he has research clearance to work in East Africa. Bryan will send language to use in the letter from ILRI.

8. GeoForum article: can use limited color images, have one that Nathan prepared. The article will be about where we are now with contributions from everyone (Jenny will send version with holes).

9. NSF annual report: due Sept 30th.  David will get stuff to us.

10. Clair: Jean has requested to use a month of Clair’s time, to be reimbursed after IPCC.  We should request that the GCM characterizations be ready before she works with Jean.  Jeff and David will follow up.

11. Uganda site LU information: We received permission from the USAID project director to use LU data that Sam Mugisha created, and Sam is sharing data from that and other recent projects he has done (13 sites in all, from all over Uganda!). The data will be used to train & validate LTM results. 

12. Bryan: his team recently had their socks blown off. This was following the untimely demise of some beloved neural nets when they were working on the urban expansion model at ClipCover’s 1km scale. The team went back to original shape files of Africover, gridded, reclassed, reprocessed and ran the LTM at a 90m scale. The nets revived and became extremely productive. This is when the team lost their socks. The team started with Nairobi, have done Kampala & Dar, and are now working on other urban centers. Interesting scale in modeling issues!

13. Alagaswamy’s daughter is having a baby right now!

14. Jeff and Alagarswamy:  They are plowing away modeling maize production using the CRU gridded data. They decided to use sequential simulation. Comparing the results of seasonal vs sequential simulation for Embu data, they found using sequential data two seasons over the past 100 years without sufficient water for maize, but it didn’t show up using the seasonal approach. This shows that they need to run sequential simulations, especially when they get to modeling drier zones. Phil and Gopal will be working on processing algorithms, will have gigabytes of outputs (many variables) that will need to process into some type of spatial format. Initial runs are being done with a uniform soil type, they then will run with specific soils (turns out that production is sensitive to soil type in this region). Using FAO soils (1:250,000) which uses representative pedons.

15. Nathan: showed the group a comparison of four representations of LAI in RAMS for May 2000: the default (OGE/ LEAF2), ClipCover with LEAF2 look-up values, ClipCover with Jing’s splines, and MODIS (“ground truth”). There is a huge difference, with ClipCover w/ splines being closest to MODIS. Comparing RAMS with Clipcover splines and OGE versus TRMMS data, it appears that Clipcover splines are drier in the southern edge of our domain (but still better), and OGE wetter on the western edge, and Lake Vic a bit too cool in both… 

16. fractional cover to add to the LAI data for splines: Nate is working on the data now (we have it all). 

